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February
STAFF MOVEMENT
RSVP Secretariat is pleased to welcome Ms Grace
Low and Mr Raja Hamzah to RSVP Singapore as
Manager, Volunteer Learning and Assistant
Manager, Volunteer Learning respectively.
Grace and Raja will be supporting Volunteer
Learning and the CyberGuide programme together
with Ms Judy Tan and Ms Peggy Leong.

CHEQUE FROM MCC LAND (SINGAPORE) PTE LTD
We would like to thank MCC Land (Singapore) Pte Ltd for their
generosity and support in empowering our seniors to share
and serve.
Chairman Koh Juay Meng accepted a mock cheque of $30,000
from Ms Paulene Chong, Human Resource Manager, during
MCC Land?s Dinner and Dance in January.

SHARING AT NANYANG POLYTECHNIC
23 January 2019
Our volunteers Mr Morni Sulaiman, Ms Josie Ho and Ms Lily
Chan were invited to Nanyang Polytechnic to share their
volunteering journeys with 72 Year 1 Social Work students
who were taking the ?Human Development over the
Lifespan? module. It is our second year sharing with the
students of NYP.
They shared their motivations for joining RSVP, how they
overcame the challenges they faced, and their hopes for
seniors in Singapore.
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TRAINING AT KWONG WAI SHIU SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTRE
8 January 2019
In collaboration with National Silver Academy (NSA),
RSVP wanted to reach out to more seniors in the
local community and keep them digitally engaged.
We brought our IT courses to Kwong Wai Shiu
Senior Activity Centre (SAC), where six of our
Cyberguide trainers conducted training for 25
seniors there.

GLOBAL LEADER SERIESFOR NON-PROFITSCONFERENCE 6
29 January 2019
Chairman Koh Juay Meng was invited to be on the panel
of National Council of Social Service "Global Leader
Series for Non-Profits Conference 6: The Future of
Resource Mobilisation" on 28 January 2019.
At the conference, he shared about the challenges
faced in rallying volunteers to participate in sustained
volunteering opportunities and the key critical factors
that turned these challenges into success.

CHINESE NEW YEAR FUND RAISING BAZAAR
29 January 2019
We held RSVP Singapore?s first ever Chinese
New Year Fundraising Bazaar on Tuesday, 29
January 2019.
Male clothing and accessories from well-known
brands such as Goldlion and Crocodile were on
sale starting from $5 onwards.
Through the support of our volunteers,
neighbours and the public, we managed to
raise almost $3,000 from the one-day sale.
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY 2019
14 February 2019
We held our Volunteer Appreciation Day 2019 (VAD) at Suntec Singapore Convention & Exhibition Centre
on 14 February, 2019, which coincided with Valentine?s Day. The Guest-of-Honour was Ms Grace Fu,
Minister for Culture, Community and Youth.
More than 300 volunteers attended the special event out of the 490 who were invited. These members
had clocked in at least 36 volunteering hours throughout the year and we took the opportunity to thank
them for their contributions. Besides the food, there were also special performances put up by Ageless
Theatre and OTAI Group from AMKFSC Community Services Ltd.
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between RSVP Singapore and Standard Chartered
Bank in a three-year collaboration to develop the capabilities of seniors and to empower them as active
volunteers serving the needs of the community. Key initiatives under this partnership include developing
trainers for a pre-dementia programme for a nationwide roll-out and a pilot programme to promote
intergenerational volunteering programme involving seniors and youths to support the less privileged.
We would like to offer our heartiest congratulations to Mr So Hon Fatt, the recipient of the Volunteer of
the Year 2018 award, and Ms Elaine Teng, Ms Gillian Mui and Ms June Low, the recipients of the Special
Commendation Awards.
VAD2019 was all made possible by the Volunteer Management Committee, the volunteers, and the staff
who worked tirelessly behind the scenes. We hope to see more volunteers in the next VAD.
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY 2019 - A SPECIAL STORY

We gave out a total of 20 long service awards to volunteers who have volunteered with RSVP for 20 years.
One of the awardees that day was Mr Jeffrey Law, who volunteered in the Corporate Communications
Committee.
Read his volunteering story on his long service with RSVP:
A Un iqu e In volvem en t in Cor por at e Com m u n icat ion s Com m it t ee
By Jef f r ey Law
?I signed up for membership during the official launch of RSVP by then-Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong in
1998. It was then an opportune moment for me, especially at the time when I was finding something
enriching and purposeful to pursue after retirement from the corporate world. Marie Mattar was one of
the few members with whom I worked closely during the formative years of Corporate Communications
Committee (CCC).
In its infancy, RSVP initiated two popular programmes, namely Mentoring and Cyberguide, and I joined
the latter because its Chairman Manfred Schutz strongly felt the necessity to reach out to members to
involve them in conducting IT courses at various community clubs.
Together with Marie and a handful of volunteers, we started to produce a couple of hundred copies of
an eight-page circular on an ad-hoc basis. The satisfaction we derived was the public and members?
interest in knowing more about RSVP and its programmes. The publication was a hit as evidenced by the
enthusiasm displayed by many volunteers who looked forward to the following issue.
Given the rapid growing membership coupled with new programmes, we launched the inaugural issue of
NetWork in 2000 to coincide with RSVP?s 1st Annual General Meeting. CCC is a close-knit team; members
all help and support each other in covering a wide spectrum of media activities which include writing,
editing, producing brochures, and issuing press releases. Undoubtedly, I find this involvement fulfilling as
it enables me to keep abreast of developments in the organisation.
Looking back, it is hard to believe that I have been associated with the Committee for more than 20 years.
Above all, it gives me the opportunity to put my experience to good use and to a worthy cause.?
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SIGN UP FOR OUR IT COURSES

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
TEO Theng Kiang

TAN Seok Bee

LEONG Kum Kwai Jessie

Teck Chay Lim

WONG Danielle

ABOUT RSVP SINGAPORE
RSVP Singapore The Organisation of Senior Volunteers is an Institution of Public Character and the National Centre of Excellence
for Senior Volunteerism under the patronage of Mdm Halimah Yacob, President of the Republic of Singapore. Established in
October 1998, our vision is to make every senior a volunteer. To achieve this, our mission is to develop senior volunteers and
provide meaningful opportunities to serve the needs of the community. With over 2,500 members, RSVP Singapore serves more
than 200,000 beneficiaries each year, including the mentally disadvantaged, at-risk children from low income families, as well as
socially isolated seniors through its community service programmes.
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